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on his military experience when the insurrection o f  the Jews had begun 
to assume dangerous proportions. Vespasian thus had every reason to 
mistrust Nero. A promise of future power must have been welcome 
to him. 

Josephus may himself have believed that the message he gave 
Vespasian was from God. Prophecy was in his blood ; he believed that 
he was a true prophet and, in prophesying, he brought the Romans 
something that they themselves lacked. He did not take the gods of the 
Romans seriously ; to him they were superstition. But he knew that 
he had to convince Vespasian of the importance and authenticity of his 
message ; and Vespasian, like every other Roman, despised the Jews 
and their religion. He was one man alone among enemies on whom he 
had inflicted terrible injuries, enemies who but lately had been cursing 
him, yet he faced them confidently, he expressed himself with force, 
and he believed in himself more strongly than in anything else. This 
belief he owed to the fact that he had survived his own people. The 
power which he had achieved in the underground cave he transmitted 
to Vespasian, so that the latter survived not only Nero, his junior by 
thirty years, but also no less than three of Nero's successors. Each of 
these died, in effect, by the hand of the other, and Vespasian became 
Emperor of the Romans. 

The Despot's Hostility to Survivors. 

Rulers and Their Successors 
MUHAMMAD TUGHLAK, the Sultan of Delhi, had various schemes 
even more grandiose than those of Napoleon and Alexander. Among 
ther.;. ... ;,; .. � ::h", Wll\fU(;�[ of eDina from across the Himalayas. An army 
of 100,000 horsemen was collected, which set out in the year 1 3 3 7. 

Of this whole army, all but ten men perished cruelly in the mountains. 
These ten returned to Delhi with the news of the disaster and there, 
at the command of the Sultan, were all executed. 

This hostility to survivors is common to despotic rulers, all of whom 
regard survival as their prerogative ; it is their real wealth and their 
most precious possession. Anyone who presumes to make himself 
conspicuous by surviving great danger, and especially anyone who 
survives large numbers of other people, trespasses upon their province 
and their hatred is accordingly directed against him. 

Wherever government was absolute and unquestioned, as in the 
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Islamic East for example, the rage that survivors aroused in the ruler 
could be shown openly. Even if he felt obliged to find pretexts for 
their destruction, these barely disguised the naked passion which filled 
him. 

By secession from Delhi, another Islamic empire arose in the Deccan. 
One Sultan of the new dynasty, Muhammad Shah, spent his whole 
reign in fierce wars against the neighbouring Hindu kings. One day 
the Hindus succeeded in capturing the important town of Mudkal, 
and all its inhabitants, men, women and children, were put to the 
sword. One man only escaped and carried the news to the capital of 
the Sultan. "On hearing it", says the chronicler, "Muhammad Shah 
was seized with a transport of grief and rage, in which he commanded 
the unfortunate messenger to be instantly put to death ; exclaiming 
that he could never bear in his presence a wretch who could survive 
the sight of the slaughter of so many brave companions". 

Here it is still possible to speak of a pretext, and it is probable that 
the Sultan did not really know why he could not bear the sight of the 
only survivor. Hakim, the Khalif of Egypt who ruled about A.D. 1000, 
was much clearer-headed about the games which could be played with 
power and enjoyed them in a manner reminiscent of the Emperor 
Domitian. He liked to wander around at night disguised in various 
ways. During one of these nocturnal wanderings, on a hill near Cairo, 
he came across ten well-armed men, who recognised him and begged 
him for money. He said to them, "Divide into two groups and fight 
each other. The winner shall be given money." They obeyed him and 
fought so fiercely that nine of them were killed. To the tenth, the man 
who was left, Hakim threw a large number of gold coins which he 
had in his sleeve. But as the man stooped to pick them up, Hakim had 
him cut to pieces by his guards. In all this he showed a clear insight into 
the process of survival. He also enjoyed it as a kind of performance 
which he himself had conjured up. He fmished by adding to it the 
pleasure of destroying the survivor. 

Strangest of all is the relationship between the despotic ruler and his 
successor. Where succession is hereditary, the ruler being succeeded by 
his own son, the relationship is doubly difficult. It is natural for a ruler, 
as for any other man, to be survived by his son, and since in this case 
the son is himself a future ruler, it is natural that he too, from an early 
age, should have harboured a mounting passion for survival. Thus 
both father and son have every reason to hate each other. Their rivalry 
originates in the disparity of their positions and, for this very reason, 
is particularly acrimonious. The one who has present power knows 
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that he will die before the other. The one who a s  yet has n o  power, 
feels certain that he will outlive the other. On the one side is an ardent 
desire for the death of an older man-one who, of all men, least wants 
to die, for otherwise he would not be a ruler ; on the other is a determ
ination to delay by all possible means the accession to power of a 
younger man. It is a conflict for which there is no real solution. History 
is full of the rebellions of sons against their fathers. Some succeed 
in bringing about their fathers' downfall ; others are defeated by them 
and then either pardoned or killed. 

It is not surprising that, with a dynasty oflong-lived absolute rulers, 
it should become a kind of institution for sons to rebel against their 
fathers. The history of the Mogul emperors illustrates this point very 
clearly. Prince Salim, the eldest son of the Emperor Akbar, "impatient 
to take the reins of government into his hands,  and chafing at the long 
life of his father, which kept him from the enjoyments of the dignities 
he so much desired, resolved to usurp the same, and on his own 
authority began to assume the name and exercise the prerogatives of a 
king". This statement appears in a contemporary chronicle of the 
Jesuits, who knew both father and son well, since they strove for the 
favour of both. Prince Salim formed his own court. He hired assassins 
who ambushed and murdered his father's most intimate friend and 
counsellor. His rebellion lasted for three years, during which period 
there was one feigned reconciliation. Finally Akbar threatened to 
nominate another successor to the throne and, under this pressure, 
Salim accepted an invitation to his father's court. He was received with 
apparent cordiality, then his father drew him into an inner chamber, 
boxed his ears and locked him into a bathroom. Then he handed him 
over to a physician and two servants, as though he were mad ; and 
wine, of which he was very fond. was forbidden him 7'1,,:, rr�'!ce .... :::;; 
then m his 36th year. After a few days Akbar released him and rein
stated him as his successor. The following year Akbar died from 
dysentery. It was said that he had been poisoned by his son, but there 
is now no means of fmding out what really happened. "After the 
death of his father, which he had so much desired", Salim became 
Emperor at last, taking the name Jahangir. 

Akbar ruled for forty-five years ; Jahangir for twenty-two. But 
though the latter's reign was only half as long as his father's ,  exactly 
the same experience befell him. His favourite son, Shah Jehan, whom 
he himself had nominated as his successor, rebelled and fought against 
him for three years. Finally he was defeated and sued his father for 
peace. He was pardoned, but on one hard condition : he had to send 
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his two sons as hostages to the imperial court. He himself waited for 
his father's death, taking good care never to appear in his presence 
again. Two years after the conclusion of peace Jahangir died and Shah 
J ehan became emperor. 

Shah Jehan ruled for thirty years. What he had done to his father 
was now done to him, but his son was luckier. Aurangzeb, the younger 
of the two princes who had been kept as hostages at their grandfather's 
court, rebelled against his father and his elder brother. The famous 
"War of Secession" which started then was described by European 
eye-witnesses. It ended with the victory of Aurangzeb, who had his 
brother executed and kept his father prisoner for the eight years until 
his death. 

Soon after his victory Aurangzeb made himself Emperor and reigned 
for half a century. His own favourite son lost patience long before the 
expiry of that time, and rebelled against his father. The old man, 
however, was much more cunning than his son and managed to 
estrange the latter's allies. The son had to flee to Persia and died in 
exile before his father. 

From the dynastic history of the Mogul Empire as a whole a remark
ably uniform picture emerges. Its age of splendour lasted for 1 50 years 
and, during this time, only four emperors ruled, each the son of the 
preceding one and each tenacious, long-lived and clinging to power 
with all his might. Their reigns are all strikingly long ; Akbar's lasted 
forty-five years, his son's twenty-two, his grandson's thirty and his 
great-grandson's fifty. Beginning with Akbar himself, none of the 
sons could endure waiting ; each who later became emperor rose against 
his father. Their rebellions ended differently. Jahangir and Shah Jehan 
were defeated and afterwards pardoned by their fathers ; Aurangzeb 
took his father prisoner and then deposed him ; his own son died, a 
failure, in exile. With Aurangzeb's death the power of the Mogul 
Empire came to an end. 

In this long-lived dynasty each son rebelled against his father and 
each father waged war on his son. 

The intensest feeling for power is that found in a ruler who wants no 
son. The best known case is that of Shaka, the early nineteenth century 
founder of the nation and empire of the Zulus in South Africa. He was 
a great general, who has been compared with Napoleon, and never 
has there been a more naked despot. He refused to marry, because he 
did not want a legitimate heir. Even the urgent entreaties of his 
mother, whom he always greatly honoured, did not move him. She 
wanted a grandson more than anything else, but he was obdurate. His 
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